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Editor’s Roundtable - Hamilton Library, Room 311
Julie Elston, Crown Point HS, IHSPA Board Member
Being the editor of a publication is one of the toughest jobs in the 
school.  Have you ever wondered how editors in other schools do 
it? In this session, newspaper and yearbook editors can come and 
share leadership strategies, discuss common problems, and o!er 
solutions.

Producing the Perfect Editor - Shirk Hall, Room 103
Ryan Gunderman, Columbus North High School
"ere are fundamental elements that go into producing the perfect 
story, photo, design, etc.  But what pieces are necessary to create 
the ideal editor? Here are a few lessons from previous editors, some 
successful and others not so much, you can use to lead your sta!.

Publications in OverDRIVE - Hamilton Library, ELC Classroom
Melissa Deavers-Lowie, Portage HS, IHSPA Past President
It’s time to shi# into high gear and get your sta!s on Google Drive. 
If you have been thinking about using Google Drive to keep 
your sta! organized, or if you are wondering what all the hype is 
about, this session is for you. "is is a great session for editors and 
advisers!

Making Your iPhone Work for You - Student Center, Room 245
Je! Gabbard, Richmond High School, IHSPA Board Member
Today’s reporters have a great tool right in their pockets, but many 
aren’t sure how to utilize it. Come see how your iPhone can make 
you a better reporter and keep you organized with your work. Also 
be ready to share how YOU are using the smartphone to make your 
job easier.

Visit our vendors in the atrium of the Student Center for 
more information on journalism programs at Indiana 
colleges, yearbook publishers, and more.

Franklin College tours are available at the start of each ses-
sion time, leaving from the Student Center atrium. Receive 
a free Franklin College T-shirt for joining the tour.



Welcome
TO THE 2015 IHSPA CONVENTION 
 
TRUTH BE TOLD, I  couldn’t be happier that the 
convention has begun. Every year I look forward to these 
two days of conversations, keynotes, concurrent sessions, 
and contests. It’s the excitement of learning new things, 
connecting with old friends, creating new contacts and 
celebrating success that makes this event one of the 
highlights of the year for me.  
TRUTH BE TOLD, in an era when media is undergoing 
one of the greatest revolutions in its history, this is an 
opportunity for us to turn to the experts and to each other 
to gain insights into handling this great shi#. 
TRUTH BE TOLD, though the way we tell stories is 
changing, we still have an obligation to tell those stories 
responsibly. Our keynote speakers, Marguerite Moritz and 
Je! Browne, will begin our "ursday evening events with  
a session that discusses how professional and scholastic 
journalists cover crises. Following their session, students 
may opt to participate in on-site competitions or stay in 
Spurlock Gymnasium for a viewing of the documentary 
“Covering Columbine.”  
TRUTH BE TOLD,  Moritz and Browne will tackle the topic 
of digital storytelling of sensitive topics in Friday morning’s 
keynote. "e day will continue with concurrent sessions on 
a wide array of topics from organizational and management 
strategies to photography and design and media-related 
careers. We’ll end the day back in Spurlock with award 
presentations for both on-site and Harvey competitions. 
TRUTH BE TOLD,  I hope you enjoy the day--learn from 
the speakers, build a network of contacts, share your ideas. 
"ese days are full of opportunity. Make the most of it.  

Robin Bilinski,
IHSPA President  

IHSPA Executive Board:  President Robin Bilinski 
(NorthWood HS), President-Elect Kris Brown (Fishers 
HS), Vice President Mike Klopfenstein (Southport HS), 
Secretary Sarah-Anne Lanman (Munster HS), Past 
President Melissa Deavers-Lowie (Portage HS), Bill 
Caulton (Avon HS), Julie Elston (Crown Point HS), Je! 
Gabbard (Richmond HS), Elizabeth Granger (Retired)

IHSPA Executive Director: Diana Hadley

IHSPA Student Board Members:  Kayla Kollman (Mt. 
Vernon HS), Lauren Lecy (Chesterton HS), Michelle 
Roberts (Greenwood Community HS), Brittanie Travis 
(Lawrence Central HS), Emilie Rasmussen (Ben Davis 
HS), Terrelle Chew (Highland HS).
IHSPA Convention Planning Committeee:  Co-
Chairs Robin Bilinski and Kris Brown, Denise Roberts 
(Greenwood CHS),  Sam Hanley (Southport HS), and 
IHSPA Board Members

�ŽŶǀĞŶƟŽŶ�ZƵůĞƐ
• Wear your name badge at all times.
• Remember that you are representing your school and 

should act accordingly.
• Be courteous: be on time to sessions, pay attention to 

speakers and avoid disrupting sessions. 
• Plan ahead: map out your day in advance and have a 

second choice if a session is full.
• Follow your lunch schedule.
• Should individual students prove disruptive, IHSPA 

reserves the right to declare fees forfeited and send 
students home at the expense of their parents or 
guardians; breaking convention rules will result in 
forfeiture of contest entries.

,ŽƚĞů�ZƵůĞƐ
• Rudeness to hotel guests and employees, excessive 

noise in all hotel areas, destruction of property, or any 
other inappropriate behavior is unacceptable and can 
lead to severe consquences for anyone involved.

• Keep your room key with you at all times.
• Do not run from room to room.
• Boys are not allowed in girls’ rooms; girls are not 

allowed in boys’ rooms.
• Students should be in their rooms by midnight, 

making no excessive noise.
• "e possession or use of illegal drugs, including 

alcohol, by minors, is absolutely prohibited.
• All students should be accompanied outside the hotel 

by at least one other student or adult at all times.
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Separating Fact & Opinion in Publications - Chapel, Wymer Room
Chelsea Schneider, Indianapolis Star Statehouse Reporter
News stories, features and opinion pieces should be di!erent. 
Professional journalists will talk about how to keep the styles 
of writing clear for readers in addition to combining them into 
packages. 

Win Today, Win Tomorrow - Hamilton Library, Room 311 
Gregg Doyel, Indianapolis Star Sports Columnist 
Indianapolis Star sports columnist will provide motivation and 
advice for professional sports reporting along with the story of his 
career path. He will allow for questions. 

10 Tips And Tools To Improve Your Online Storytelling - Johnson 
Center, Room 104
Adam Maksl, Indiana University Southeast Journalism 
Digital tools give us the chance to engage audiences in many more 
ways than ever possible before. But keeping up with it all can be 
overwhelming. "is session will show you 10 cool (and mostly free) 
tools that you can immediately put to use in improving your online 
stories. 

Getting Paid to Tweet - Hamilton Library, Room 309
Dakota Crawford, Social Media Coordinator, "e Daily News, Ball 
State University
Being a Pulliam Fellow at the Indianapolis Star was great.  "e best 
part? At times I was literally paid to run social media accounts, 
which is more challenging than one might think.  I’ve recently 
created a Social Media Coordinator position at "e Daily News and 
am working to establish the paper’s digital voice.  "ere is more to 
social media than meets the eye, and it’s valuable to know how to 
use it.  

Using Social Media to Enhance Your Program and Brand - 
Hamilton Library, ELC Classroom
Phil Page, Jostens
Social media is all around us. How can we use this tool to build 
support in the community, better our publication and promote our 
sales and brand? Learn what others are doing to use social media 
and make it a companion to the traditional publication.

Get With the PROgram - Shirk Hall, Room 103
Shannon Williams, Momentus Group
"e best marketing pros understand that a great theme tells a story.  
It’s never too late to develop your theme like the pros.

Skyrocket Your Yearbook Sales - Johnson Center, Room 101
Jared Wojtas, Walsworth
You spend hours and hours creating your school’s yearbook, so you 
want people to see it! In this session you will learn how to properly 
market your yearbook and increase your yearbook sales.  We will 
also discuss ways to better reach your target audience using proven 
tactics and marketing pieces.

Adviser Luncheon - Student Center, Branigan Room
Diana Hadley, IHSPA Executive Directory
Join the adviser members as we celebrate our achievements and 
recognize friends of scholastic journalism, including presenting an 
award to special guest Glenda Ritz.

12:45 - 1:30 Sessions
Working with Administrations - Hamilton Library, Room 309
Susie Coleman, Green$eld Central High School
Forget the “them” against “us” point of view. As a long-time 
journalism adviser and now a high school assistant principal, Susie 
Coleman can provide some insight into what you can do to build a 
bridge with your administration.

Interviewing: "e Key to Good Writing - Chapel, Wymer Room
Tony Willis, Cathedral High School 
"e newspaper story or yearbook copy is only as e!ective as the 
interview that obtained the information. "is session will provide 
participants with information to better prepare for, conduct and 
follow up on one-on-one interviews. 

It’s All About the Story - Johnson Center, Room 103
Tom Hayes, Ben Davis High School, JEA/ASNE Fellow 2007
"is lively session will discuss sports writing techniques and how 
to expand your sports coverage both on the website and in print. 
"ose who attend will learn sports writing tips from an award-
winning journalist who spent 25 years covering Indy-area sports 
before teaching.

Leads "at Succeed - Johnson Center, Room 102
Sarah-Anne Lanman, Munster HS,  IHSPA Board Member
You only have a second to grab your reader’s attention - this 
session will help you keep it! Learn about di!erent types of leads 
by examining examples and by taking what’s most improtant and 
transforming it into something that matters to your audience.  We’ll 
talk about creative ways to write news leads and when to keep it 
serious.  We’ll also look at creative writing techniques for you to 
improve your feature leads.

Broadcast on a Budget - Johnson Center, Room 104
David Young, Hamilton Southeastern High School
Creating awesome broadcast segments doesn’t have to break the 
bank. In this session, learn how to create incredible work without 
expensive those expensive cameras.

Unlocking the Magic of Design - Johnson Center, Room 101
Bill Caulton, Avon High School, IHSPA Board Member
What can donuts, Waldo and a closet full of shoes teach us about 
yearbook design? Everything! In this session you’ll see how our 
brains are wired and how design can make people more likely to 
check out your spread. 

^ĞƐƐŝŽŶ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶƐ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ɖ͘�ϲ
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Marguerite Moritz is UNESCO 
Chair, Fulbright Senior Specialist 
and Professor Emerita from 
University of Colorado Boulder.  
She has written extensively on 
the intersection of race, class and 
gender in visual depictions of 
women, gays, Muslims and other 
marginalized groups.  Her work 
on civic reporting began 15 years 
ago when she wrote, produced 
and directed the documentary 
“Covering Columbine.” It 

examines journalistic ethics in reporting school shootings.  
She has presented her work in more than 20 countries and 
has been a visiting scholar at universities across China, 
France, South Africa and Scandinavia.

Je! Browne is the director of CU 
News Corps, an investigative news 
venture housed in the College of 
Media, Communication and 
Information at the University 
of Colorado.  In addition to the 
documentary “Taking the Lede,” 
News Corps students produce 
in-depth multimedia stories for 
news outlets across the state and 
the U.S. Prior to joining the CU 
faculty, Je! was the executive 
director of the Kansas Scholastic 

Press Association and the Colorado High School Press 
Association; served as the director of Student Media at 
Colorado State University; taught high school journalism in 
Colorado; and worked as a sports reporter in Florida.

Keynote Speakers dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ�EŝŐŚƚ
Registration: 5:45 - 6:45 p.m.
   Spurlock Center Lobby

Keynote Speakers: 6:45 p.m.
   Spurlock Center Gym

School Crises:  Challenges for Professional and 
Student Journalists 

with Marguerite Moritz and Je! Browne

Sixteen years ago, coverage of the Columbine shootings set 
o! a national debate on how such di%cult stories should 
be handled by professional journalists.  "is session will 
examine some of the ethical issues that emerged during 
the Columbine coverage, including informed consent of 
witnesses, cell phone audio and video, live coverage from 
the scene and the role of the audience in providing feedback 
to journalists.  In addition, we will examine how students 
journalists have handled coverage when shootings and 
other crises occur in their own schools.

Sessions : 7:45 p.m.
   Contests - various locations
   “Covering Columbine” viewing- Spurlock Gym

A!er Sessions: 
Students participating in contests should plan to 
meet their sta!s back in Spurlock following the 
competitions.

Adviser Roundtable - Student Center, Branigan Room
Teresa White, Indiana University; Kim Green, Ball State University; 
and Tom Gayda, North Central High School/JEA Local Chair 2016 
Convention 
Advisers will discuss current issues in scholastic journalism and 
plans for the 2016 JEA national convention in Indianapolis.

10:45 - 11:30 Sessions
Can High School Publications Break the Law? - Chapel, Wymer Rm
Stephen Key, General Counsel, Hoosier State Press Association
Learn valuable information for staying within legal and ethical 
boundaries as a high school journalist. Topics will include 
copyright, plagiarism, libel and FERPA limitations. 

PR in the Fast Lane - Johnson Center, Room 101
Ryann Rigsby Weatherford, Andretti Autosport
Join a member of the Andretti Autosport sta! for a discussion 
about communications careers in the auto-racing industry. 
Ryann Rigsby Weatherford, a former yearbook editor and Purdue 
University Communications major took her high school skills and 
college skills to the fast lane. See how to speed to success in the 
world of professional sports media. Lucky participants may even 
leave with a prize.

What Is the Hoosier Star Critique, And How Can It Improve Your 
Publications? - Johnson Center, Room 102
Jack Dvorak, Professor Emeritus Indiana University
In this session students and advisers will receive copies of the 
Hoosier Star critique booklet and get important tips for using it and 
the critique service as a way to improve their publications. 

Writing Memorable Pro$les - Johnson Center, Room 103
Janet McKinney, Lifetime Member
Your school is full of people with stories that are just waiting for 
you to tell them! Your publications should have pro$les that go 
beyond well-known information about these individuals, and 
should show, not tell, more about them.  In this session, you will 
learn how to write great pro$le features that the students of your 
school will remember.

Audio Recording and Editing for STORIES - Johnson Center, 104
Sarah Neal-Estes, Indiana University
How do the great storytelling podcast get that fabulous sound? We 
will show you the recorders they use, how they mic, and how they 
crossfade for a cinematic e!ect. We will give you hands-on practice 
too. Join us for some fun.

"e Future of Yearbook Production - Hamilton Library, Room 311
Brian Martinez, Jostens
Get a sneak peek into the future of yearbook production as more 
and more companies like Adobe, Microso#, Google, etc. move to 
subscription-based payment and cloud-based hosted applications. 
"e implications for your yearbook program – especially if you are 

using InDesign and Photoshop – are earth-shattering!  Even if you 
currently use an online program to produce your book, chances are 
good that these future trends will impact your yearbook program.

Sell, Sell, Sell - Shirk Hall, Room 103
Betty Samples, Her! Jones
Is your sta! stuck in a yearbook sales rut? Betty Samples from Her! 
Jones will share some innovative yearbook sales ideas.

Student Board Elections - Student Center, Room 245
Mike Klopfenstein, Southport HS, IHSPA Vice President
Up to two students from each school are invited to attend this 
meeting and help elect the next IHSPA Student Board.  Students 
who are running for the board must attend this session.

Survival of the Fittest - Hamilton Library, ELC Classroom
Nancy Hastings, Indiana JEA Director, Lifetime Member
From missing photos to constant deadlines, organization provides 
the keys to a product sta!. "is session will o!er tips to help 
yearbook and newspaper sta!s stay organized and on deadline, 
while advisers maintain their sanity.

Making Publications Fun - "e Power of Positive Motivation - 
Hamilton Library, Room 309
Jo Beliles, Walsworth
Sta! members work hard to create a quality publication., but 
everyone can get burned out  Keep your sta! motivated 
 with these fun activities.

Adviser Member Meeting - Student Center, Branigan Room
Robin Bilinski, NorthWood HS, IHSPA Presiden
Join all adviser members as we discuss the business of the Indiana 
High School Press Association, including a legislative update and 
board elections.

11:45 - 12:30 Sessions
Like Sports? You Don’t Have To Be Dra#ed On a Team To Have a 
Career In Sports - Johnson Center, Room 102
Matt Schroll, Group Events Specialist, Indiana Pacer
"is session will describe the various positions and career paths 
within sports (outside of actually playing), including jobs within 
marketing, media, facilities, human resources, and basketball 
operations. "e informational session will detail the many options 
that are within the $eld, as well as the best way to break into the 
industry. 

What Does Journalism Look Like in College? - Johnson Center, 
Room 103
Shanetta Pendleton, Sophie Gordon, Tyson Bird, Ball State Univ.
It depends on what you get involved in.  Hear a journalism 
(graphics) major, journalism (law) makor and public relations 
graduate assistant talk about the wealth of opportunity, 
experience and knowledge available to students in journalism and 
telecommunications. 

Very Special Thanks 
     Franklin College  Pulliam School of Journalism  
     Ball State University Department of Journalism         
     Indiana University School of Journalism           
     Jostens  Her! Jones
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Friday
Registration: 7:30 - 8:15 a.m.
   Spurlock Center Lobby

Keynote: 8:30 a.m.
   Spurlock Center Gym

Taking the Lede: Documenting Scholastic 
Journalism 

with Marguerite Moritz and Je! Browne

In this session we’ll explore the ins and outs of video story-
telling.  "e stories we examine involve high school students 
who challenged authority, helped set federal and state law, 
conducted undercover investigations and wrote about 
intimate emotional issues that are not frequently covered in 
student media.   

Moritz and Browne will continue the discussion with a 
viewing of their documentary, “Taking the Lede” in the 
Spurlock Center Gym at 9:30.

Sessions: 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
   Four rounds of sessions.
   Various locations

Lunch:  11:45 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.
   Student Center - Choose one of these session times
Closing: 1:45 p.m.
   Publications awards ceremony
    Spurlock Center Gym
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9:45 - 10:30 Sessions
Communications Director Sounds Like Journalism. Is it? - Johnson 
Center, Room 102 
David Galvin, Communications Director, Indiana Department of 
Education 
"is session will describe careers linked to journalism from 
political campaigns to state agencies. 

Designing the Big Story - Shirk Hall, Newsroom 
Ron Johnson, Publisher Indiana Daily Student, Arbutus yearbook, 
Indiana University
Covering tough stories is one thing. Presenting them to engage 
readers is something just as crucial. Session will include the 
fundamentals, and a series of designs on topics serious and light, 
including some award-winning collegiate reporting. 

Getting to Truth - Johnson Center, Room 104
Sarah Neal-Estes, Indiana University
How do the great storytelling reporters ("is American Life, 
Serial, RadioLab and many more) interview and report for the 
deeper, human experience behind the facts? We will give you some 
examples, break them down for you and give you some hands-on 
practice time.

Story Time! - Johnson Center, Room 103
Terry Nelson, Blackford County HS

Grab your blankie, cookies, and milk. Everyone loves a story well 
told. Learn how to substitute articles for real stories about real 
people. And while we’re at it, let’s learn how to put our stories out 
there for a wider audience by blogging.

More "an Just Surviving - Hamilton Library, Room 309
Donna Gri%n, Arsenal Technical High School, and sta!
"e Arsenal Technical High School adviser and sta! will show 
how to produce relevant high school multimedia projects with no 
budget, restricted access and limited equipment but lots of ideas, 
energy and passion.

Turning a Story Into a Conversation - Chapel, Wymer Room
John Krull, Host of WFYI’s “No Limits” and publisher and 
columnist for "eStatehouse$le.com
John Krull will discuss the roles of a journalist who encourages 
public discourse through multiple media platforms. He will include 
a variety of topics from local to national to international in scope.

Design Inspiration - Hamilton Library, ELC Classroom
Lisa Keene, Crown Point HS
You know this is going to be the best book your school has ever 
seen. You’re just not sure what that looks like yet.  Where do you 
look for inspiration?  How do you use other works for ideas while 
creating a fresh look that is unique to your school this year? We 
will share design trends from a variety of sources sure to kick your 
creativity into high gear.

Making Sense of Mods - Shirk Hall, Room 103
Sam Hanley, Southport High School, and Martha Harms, Jostens
Unity. Balance. Kick-butt design. All can be achieved with some 
simple attention to modular design.  Learn the basics; then see how 
to make mods your own.  We’ll look at how the pros use modular 
design to create world-class publications...and how you can elevate 
your own pages and make your modular life easier.

Ninja Journalism:  Doing More with Less - Johnson Center, Room 
101
Lauren Wagner, Zionsville High School  
Small sta!? No problem! Come to this session to master a very 
particular set of skills, the kind that allow you to do more with less 
and $nd your inner journalism ninja.

Photography for the Non-Photographer - Student Center, Room 
254
Ann Hermann, Lifetime Member
Learn the basics to help everyone on sta! take award-winning 
photos. 

DSLR Breakdown - Hamilton Library, Room 311
Sarah Verpooten and Carrie Wadycki, Lake Central High School
Have a DSLR that you’re just not sure how to use? "ere’s just so 
many buttons! Bring your camera with you and learn how it works. 
Try out some new things and walk away with some new photo 
awareness.


